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THTELLECTUAL TNTHGRITY AND COLLHGE EDUCATION

In the almosat sylvan guiet of this campus, within the wallas
of thia historie room in which many gensrations of commencemefnt ors-
tore have spolken, it iz difflcult to speak of the diaagraaabla_thinga
of 1ifs. It would be pleasantsr for us all, perhaps, 1f T ahou;ﬂ ra-
peat a faw saccharina platitudes and take my seat. But America, and
Migaisaippl especlally, have had encugh of that. Our Engliah friends
come and make graceful speschss to us, chautauqua lecturers diacuas
gravely and pondsrously superficial jproblama of the day, and we go
to herrtthem, go gladly, and come away with a fesling of smug satia-
factlon; nodding and saying, "that'as trus'. But 1f ever anyons un-
dartalkes to destroy any of the illusions of our 100% Americanisem,
we brand him as a'forelgner' or a 'damyankss' and retrsal behind
our stolid sophistries. We have bullt cut of slogans and meaning-
leas phrases and armor that repnders us asg impervious to critlicliam
as aver Achlllses was to Trojan arrows.

We have besen told in throbbing, aobblng tones, that ths
nasd of America ia for men, we were told, not so long ago, that
graater production of economic gooda would curs the featering soras
of our social structurs; now we are told that over-production is
one of the causss of thoss aores. Buch foolish twaddle will be

garved to us untll the real need of America 1z met, that need is
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for intellectual integrity, an homesty of soul which will face the
world as it is, frankliy and unafraid, =and which will not lie to it-
salf.
. The collesges and universities, one would think, mlght
supply that need. They taught war alms chessrfulily during the war,
and now in the sams cheerful, unrsasénlng fashlon, they teach psace
aima; anything, in fact, thet anyone asks for 1s willingly added to
the curriculum. Why not tesach the students to think ¢ That, strange
to say, 1s treatszd ss & shocking, disturbing proposal.

In the troublous time of thes middle afes, the first unl-
versities and colleges wers founded by men 1liks Abelard, and Thomasa
Aguinas, and Bdmund Rich. Men "who had dedicated themeeslves to the
purauit of wiedom and understanding." They wsere "ssekers in hhe
realm of the aplrit," they had the passlon to esek and to impart.
These first collsges were poor and small, but those who attended
them wers lovere of books and meditation, and curious ilnguiry. In
time cams sndowments and bulldinge and organization and powsr, and
a lessening of initlative and Imagination, the collesge and univer-
gity was then a flace of fixed curriculum where the studends fiol-
lowed a required courss in Latln, Gresk, moral philosophy, maths-
matlce., It was definlte, 1t wse thorough. We nesd not dwsll on this
middle phasse, for it 1liks the firet, belonps to the past: but one
feature needa to be remebered:!: the teacher was masbler of his sub-
jeect, and no committee either of bankera or of bricklayers told

him how it should be taught.



In the last half-century the college of 'liberal arta'
has dipappeared, in ita place we have the modsrn univsrsity. Wha-
ther they have three hundred or thityy thouesand students, theee
unlversgities ars alike. They offer a pot-pourri of subjects from
accounting to archaeclogy, they have the preofeaslonal and voca-
tional eschools. They are big, there is & stir and bustls about
them like that of a department store. The student lsarns when he
firet arrives that he must have a regquirsd number of units in a
cartaln numbsr of groups to get a degrse, and the moat hes gets out
of any couree, if his convarsatlion 1s any critarion, 1a two or
three polints, and at ths end, a degres which entitles him to a cer-
tificate to teach. All idsa of culturé, a8ll efforts at real train-
ing of the intellect are taboo; and the only Jjuatification for a
couras ia that it will help & student to #arn his living. Tmagina-
tion and initiative, which in the beginning 1it the clolatersd
halla of the collegss ars gone; in their place are politics and
sucecses. 1t is forgottsn that the student must live, as well as
parn hilis dally bread.

"It 1a now aasumed: ", to guota one writer, "that the
glory of a college finda expreesion in more bulldings, more books,
mors laboratdolies and mors ptudenta, To gusstion this holy Ltruth

is heresy and treason."”

But some there arse who would guestlion 1it,
some who doubt that the grsatneasa of an educatlonal institution
lles only in eize, some few who beliave that the ohject of educa-

tion 18 "to diseipline the mind and to give to students a knowledgs



of their own souls." Zut thay are only a gtill amall wvolce in tha
midat of the rootsrs for the bip universitiy.

A little mors than three hundred yeasre ago, in 16C0,
Bruno was burned at the atake because he dared to say that ths sun
and not ths earth was the centsr of the unlverse. And 1t 1s less
tha o three hundred years aince Galileo with the pleture of the
tﬂrtureﬁ Brunbk before his eyes, ¥neslt in thes cathedral and recant-
ed. Intellectual liberty, such as we have, has been dearly bought.
The blogd and tears of thouaands of seneltive souls have watersd
the trec of libherty, and those who sit in ita shade today seem un-
aware that the sams forces of bipotry snd intolerance that took
joy and delipght in the inaghhtles of the ingquieiticn are polsoning
ite roots again.

¥hen the head of an inatitution of learning requests the
studenta on geoing homs teo apoclegize and explain becauss an Inastruc-
tor in one of the scoiencee tsaches that scisnce acocording to hhe
beet of hie knowledge, I, for ons; respectfully refuse to thus be-
tray the idesl of educatlon. Are studsnte to be fed blte of inform-
ation ap & baby 18 given its millk? Are they rever to learn to dis-
criminbte the true from the falee? Are they te get no sense of
valuge? Will they always be thaght that 1ifs and 1its probleme sre
abrolute and not relative? That le the wey studente are trsesated
at present, and then soms wonder that college graduates in a com-
munity fall flor the first smooth talking demagogue that appears.

Thy not? They have never had a choice between ideas in thelr lives.
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We Americans are bhecoming the moat bigoted and intolerant pechls
ot the glo¥e. That is bad, but what makee 1t worse is that we
stand in the market place and pray the Bharises's prayer, "Lord we
thank Thee that we are not as other Natlons ara,"

The "Merchaht of Venlce" was stikicken from the curricu-
lum of certain New Jersey schoole because it offended the Jews. The
Socotch, nolt fc be outdones in patrictic fervor, then trled to have
¥acheth" taken out because 1t reflected on & noble Scotchman. The
legislature of Kentucky vepy nearly adopted a billl prohiblting the
tenching of evolution in the state schoolfl. The general assembly
of the Southern Baptlet Church recently adopted & resmeolubiod call-
ing for the rewriting of biolegy texts according to their own pe-
culizr noticna. The aum total of human knowledge hes never been
increased by papal encycllcals and 1t willl mﬂgiz be by protestant
resolutions. There is no cholece in my mind betweesn an index empur-
gatorius of the Roman Cathelic Church and an index expurgatorius of
the Southern Baptiat Church. Soon 1t will bhe suggested that #cnmmit—
tee be appointed in svery county to decide what shall be taught by
the professcrs in their respective departmenis and membership on
this committee will ke limited to those who have nolt gone beyond the
eizxth grade. S5hall ths Fnglish depsriment step insleting upon good
English because paeshames o me Joblty of the psople spesk bad Engliah?
Shall German be taken oult becsuse perchance, 1t was not spokesn on

the tewer of Babel and Sanskrit be taken up instead? Ee call our-



palvea a Pfree people, we stand and sing to the land of the free and
the home of tha hrave, yet the restraint put upon the facultisa of
our institutibne may be compared to that which was the rule in Rus-
aia wher the Czer was at the zenlth of his power. This Inaistsence
upon strict conformity to the status gque io making mental cowards
of us all.

In 1214 & profespor of political science; in sxplain-
ing the filret ten smendments to the Gonstitubtion, known as the 'Bill
of Righte', stated to the c¢lase that though probably necesszary In
1782*, they were superfluous now, as such matters as freedom of
apesach, right of asserbly and pstition were taken for granted. In
19288, a congresslionsl commiitee reportlng on the activities of the
Department of Justlece ls forced to condemn as "examples of inexcusa-
bly illegal violence" the rald snd wholesnle arrvests of the Depart-
merrt In 1919 and 1920 and to charactsrize them as "the lawless Bots
of a mob," and in plalin wioclatlion of the fourth amendment to hhe
Conetitution, And so we have cauepe to be prateful for that etrange
fear pesychoels of our ancestore which led them to writs into the
Congtitution theze guerantees of our fundesmwental righte. But it dces
little good 1f the government can dleregard them and if the only reme-
dy of the injured ie a congressional investligation twe years ffter
the wrong: There 1o s blll of righte in the Misslipeippd Constitution;
it contains twenty-geven seclionsm; is 1t to be merely = list 8f noble
worde, ang array of Fine phrases as meaningless as & copy of Milton
in the hands of a savage South Sea Iglander? "Eternal vigilance is

the priece of liberty", said onse of the 'foundinp fathers', asz Mr.Hard-



ing delighta to c¢all thnm.'%hila we baak in the sunlight of miterisl
vell-haing, the Tresdom to think 1g atolen from ue. Name a sublect,
he it history, economica, eclencs, politics, even literaturs, in
which any deviation from the beaten path i1e not met with crles of
'aoeialien', 'bolshaevien', tradicalisem', and on the other extrems of
'reactichary'. As has been ezid, we have a word "socialism' add it
makes us angry at others and satisfied with ouregelves. We do not
think. We hurl epithets; snd this ie the tragedy, the dishonesty; we
call it thinking.

We call ocurselves a demoeratie, law-ablding paokhls.
How many have anslyzed thal concept 'demccracy' and how many try to
sguare that ecneapt with efr laber policy, if =uch it wmay be callsd,
with ths subsldized pocllce of Teat Virsinia, with our mobe, our
lynchings, ths ¥u ¥lux ¥lan? This nation, which waecons of the flrst
to adopt the revolutionsry republlesn goverrmwent, now paye To Rusala,
“ue will have nothing to do with you until vou satablish a form of
goverrment thet pleases us." If the Czar of Ru=als had sald bBhat in
1815 and ageln in 1860, we might net have besen e nation today. What
right have we to assume a self-righteous alr and dictate to ohher
netione what they shsll ard shall not do with their own. Americs wiith
ite spormous weslth, itas vast resources, ite unlimited possibilitien,
ita bouyant hopefulness, conld be the splritual leader of the world;
instead, 1t 1a stifling any breath of Iintellectual 1ifs within itself
and the colleges and universgities sctlvely aseist in the emothering
of such fainl bresthe ss stlr within their walls. "Somehow we do not

heve an interest 1n idean ag 1ldessp nor in eclence and art for what



and elevaling
they may do in léberating/the human epirit. Scisnce angt srt as Tar

as they refine snd polish 1lifs, afford 'oculture', mark stations on
an upward social road, and have direct, useful soecial appllcations;
-but ge emancipations, zs radlical guldes to lifs, they have no intsr-
est for our pecple or for our educatorsa.”

No one suggesis that the unlversaity has to do with
"the kfingdom of the aplrit, that beautlful realm which we have he-
haiq from afar, and which thosg whyeeselk alfter wisdom and mndsretand-
Ing faln weuld enter and possese for themselves forever." And with re-
lating that kingdem with the realities of 1ife. BSuch an idea ie an
empty dream in the closed, stuffy, false atmoaphare of a modern unl-
vergity, Any student who barbors puch an ides is dubbed "queard and
ehunned by hle fellows, and any professor who would tesch guch ideas
ia censured and sees his chair selipping from under him. You mgy eay
this is an eiaggeration, that there is a ghred of creative indelli-
Fence left in somse of the inastitutions for the highte learning in
America. Bs honest for a few moments, think over your own szperistce,
you may have studied under a master of eyntax, but did you maa?h maeg-
ter of 1ife? Thera are a ew nolabhle éxceptlons, we would honor them.
But read again the "Hducation of Henry Adams," Professor Veblen's
"The Higher learning in America," the recentiy published autchlog-
raphy of Ludwlg Lewlaschn, "Upetream", snd come of the many articles
on the subject of university educatlion in current magazinea, from
the feoolish series by GCalvin Coolldge to others more Intelligent.

Som2 Ttherr are among us who hold that & bensvolent auto-

cracy is the best form of government, some who would distribute the



vote sccording to the amount of property & cltizen owns, one vots
for svery ten thousand dellars probably, as if governments were in-
gtitubed to acoumulats gold. These persons are honest. Then there
#re those whe would establish s dletetorship of the proletariat,
and they tooe, are honest. But the great mase of oub people do 1lip
service to democracy and permit acts of asutoeracy to be done with-
out ever a word of protest:; they claim to be law-ablding and hhen
break every law that it doea not sult thelr conveniencs to observe.
The mantal dieshoneety of this kind of thing 1s the most corrupting
influence in cur life. Slogons imskmxzd substituted for ldeas have
brought us to thie pass. Students are not taught to esvaluate,they
are taught to condemn or to approve, never to understand. We wor-
ship in doggerel verse sel to Jazz, we sing i1lliterate, wvulgar
gornigd, listen to this one, 1t s typical:
"No uee of talkin',No use of talkrin’
You'll start in dog walkin',
Ne matter where, there's jazz copation,
Bluas modulation,
Just 1like a Haitian,
You'll rip and tear."
After singing songs 1like thet our peopls cry 'dago’,
‘wop' at the Italian hed carrier in the street who gings the aira
from "Rigoletto.” We want to 'Amwerlcanize' him. To what? To sing-
ing the "Royal Garded Blues' instead of 'La donna e moblle'? The

mere word *‘Amerilcenize' is not sufficient to dispose of that problem.
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A word csnnot supply for all time the place of ideas. As axpressad

by Bertrand Russell, "So long as self-righteousnseas and an antiquated
-morality of disapproval govern thée Amsrican outlock, self decpption
willl be easy =nd tyraﬂﬁy insvitable." That is the state 1n which we
new 2re. That is the road upon which we are moving.

There are nearly four hundred thousand atudents in Amer-
ican collegese and Universities. In them ghould® he the nationd hope.
They are, on the whols, earneest and well behaved, good to look upcon
and pleasant to asscciate with. But they are sent to college, or they
send themaelves with the fixed depermination to acqulre there informa-

ion which will better enable them to earn theirliving, to sharpen
the tooles with which they muet carve 2 livélihood from a cold and
hogtile envirorment. This materlialietic concept of sducatlon has
gtilled any faint etirringe in the mindes of the students, and the
windowe of the soul are never opened for the wind o come into and
blow them into 1life. Inetead those windows are gealed wlth words
without meaning, 'conventionalized gestures of the mind.' If an ldes
can be callad "democratic' or'undemoeratic', no ons ever inguirss
further into its nature or import. Success is eubstltued for bthought.

A citizen's firaet duty, to paraphrase Mark Twaln, ie

not to his country,le not t¢ hig party, but to his honemn, toc hhe
honor of his mind. The realm of ldeas, the porentipl kmowledge of
manking ia & vasl uncharied sea, and those who would Iike Columbus

eel sail, perhaps to dlacover annther nsw world, ehould flnd in ths
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univereities & freedom to seeck, a wilder knowledge, a passionate
love For the truth, and encouragement and asslstiance in making
ready for the voyage. To adapt Aristotle, the orlgln of the
university is that it enables us to live, its Jjustifileation,that
11 snables ue to live well. Truth, besauty, liberty, these are
worde full of grace. We have played wlth them too long, the time
has come Lo treat them with reverence., And may it somaday he,
possible for every student in America to eing, and to mean with
gll the intensity that his moul posserpas:

"Pilprims on the starry road,

March we up to the abode

Of these epirite, pure and high,

Who for truth, have dared to die."

Lucy R.Scmerville,
University of Mlissieelippi,

May 29,1922,

The foregoine 1l paees are the full text of tha speech given
by Lucy R,Somerville, & candidae for the LL,% degres, at
Commancemsnt, 1822,
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